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To tdt Editor or tok Uekald:.

la view ol tbe tnceran wbub >oa hftv* so loan
m«uue-ted in Arctic exploration* and of iba encuur^cmanc>ou bava r»cantljr girtn to tba proJactadcQ-.erpriaas in tbai diractioa, I truat you
will not rajard It aa inappropriate on m/ part U 1
abou.d, througa tba oulamna of youc pai>ar, ax*

yreu auiu« vio wa wim rtipcci 10 TB<i praCUCaOUilT
01 auiiiog tli* Norm Poia. It ia unUaratood ilut
th# Euaiuu guvtruiatnt art to &t out au axpad<tion,wirn two weu aqu.ptad v«^a»)». aucU wi ion*
sou toua turdaa, to trr in« smita itouad routa,
wbicll, altar uaiura conaldar.itton, a&« at langi*
baaa raitarJU by tua KuitU-h gaograpbara a<
Ukaiy to pro?* ida Boat araiiawi*. Tbia tout* aaa
»arr propany u«au aaiiad toa Aaarioau fouta,"
aaa, hum 1 na»a aaa a *oo4 daai oi axpanauaa iu
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exploring it,a brier account or dlaoorerj there
ipit not be oat or place.
Smith Sound la onij a northerly continuation or

Baflln'a Bay. It wad discovered by tbe famous
navigator. Baffin, in 1610. durins bla remarkable
circuit or t&at magnificent aheet of water, torn
which branch on; la Itn northern part, Wolaten*
holme, smith, Jooaa and Laocaater Sounda, all
mora or leas famous in later times in connection
with Arctic exploration. Biffin made this voyage
In the little brig Discovery, of llity tons burden,
and although Sir Jonn Rosa followed npon bla
track 1& 1118, and sighted the capea of smith
Sound, toe sound itself was never entered nntll
Captain Inglefleid, of the British Navy, In 1852,
sought it In the steamer Isabella, with the idea
that Sir John Franklin, instead of going to
the westward, through Lancaster Sound, in 184&,
bad followed the line of tbe Qreenland coast
and aougbt (be Polar water by a due
north courae. Captain Inglefleid came home
to report that Smith Sound expanded into the
Polar Basin, and in tbla view ba was supported
by tbe (act that very little Ice was seen. The
idea being salted upon by Dr. Cane, ouimluated,
ultimately, in what become known aa ti.e Second
Qrinnell Expedition. The diacoveriea 01 that ex
peoition lor the first time made Smith Sound
famous. Unlike Ingiefiela, Kane found the sound
blocked with ice at ita entrance, and being forced
in upon tbe dreenland slore waa crowded into a
bybor In latitude 78 da# 8T mm., and in, aa it
troved. an Inconvenient and Hazardous notitmn.

The veaeel waa never liberated, and, mtr paaaing
two winter* there, bit party betook themeelveeto unite. Alter dragging them over the
tea to ,tae open water at the mouta of
the ac.QDd, a distance or ninety miiea, they
then aet oat lor ine Danish coionlea In Qnenland.
Daring hie etay in winter haroor Dr. Kane and
bis party performed many Hedge jonrneye in the
aprlng, searching the shore* of Greenland as rar
np aa latuaae Si rteg. north. It was my lortuneto be a member ol that expedition, and,
with one 01 the ship's company, I made a dogHedgeJourney aeroia tne aonnd to the north and
weet, reaching a land not hitherto known, ana
nmvu VBIIVM ui IUUI II uauu. lull 1 iricill IO

doat laiitaua so dag.. and than aurvajad It ou my
raturu Jouratr aouthwara tad w«itw*rd, beiore
rpcrotimg ma oumi. uutti 1 connaotad it witb tha
^rafiouk duouv«naa of Inglaflald at v.apa Saoioa.
During tM nomaward J.<umay along tbat abora I
round avarjwua/a au.oottt tea, indicating uayond
doubt tb»f upon tua tatting la of wmtar tuara bad
baa* as opan aaaat of «»t«r Mi along tea laud aa
far aa iba bignaat joint taat l raaubad, tad taia
kigutat pouat Waa ua antraaoa ta aa axtanaieu of
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Smith Sound, which was called Kennedy Channel.
This fact led me to believe that a strong southerly
getting current through Smith Sound forced toe
ice down apon the Greenland coast, and left open
water at the clo-e of the thawing season on the
opposite shore; and accordingly, upon my return

new expedition.
TUKSI EXPLORATIONS,

1 mar mention, proved that ingleflbld was wrong:
lor, lnitead of expanding Into the Polar ocean,
Smith Sound merely expanded into a broad »ea
which nairows again into Kennedy Channel, and
la now known as Kane uasin.
Through the liberality of leading aclentlflo

aocietlei of tbe coantry and of private individuals
the expedition tva» organized In the spring of
I860. Cpon reaching Smltn Sonud, bewever, I
discovered a tongue of Ice extending tbrongU tbe
centre of the channel to the soath and west,
and bavina only a small schooner I could
not in tne teeth of a gale boro tins
pack" and reach the west coast. In tbe

effort the schooner was so badly crippled that I
was forced into winter harbor September a, somewhatnearer the moutu of Smith Sound than
that of Dr. Kane, and I waa compelled, thereiore,
in my subsequent explorations with sledge over
the irozen sea to traverse much the same course I
had taken beiore. During tbe greater part ol this
toilsome march of sixty days tbe ice waa very
rough; but, aa lu ttia former case, when acting
nuUer tao oroers of Dr. Kane, I found a amootli
belt ol a single winter's (reeling along the west
coast, thui confirming ray previous opinion and
declaration as to the practicability ol a passage,
at least to Kennedy Channel, In that direction.
Within Kennedy Channel the loe was more uniform,presenting alternately rough and amooth
bunaces. ihe highest point attained on the Icewaa
near lat. ha (leg., on laud, 81 deg. ST mm., where
1 leu mr flag and record. Tula was,
of course, in the spring, long beforethere was any general break up of the
Ice. I reached, however, open water, which
atopped me, oven at the early period of May
18. The Ice In the channel was even then,
wuen the mercury waa abjut aero, very thin and
rotten.
The proo.s t&us obtained inoreaaed the earnest-

nana mm wiiiuu i »uvuuai»u igi ruaw uj uiiin

souud, and in tula advocacy I bava been lupporiad
by toe Aiuaiiean Qaograpntcal fiociaty, ana »ap«*
dally by lia mmaat Praaidanc, ctiiar Jaaiica
Cbar:*a P. Daly. Tna r*anic waa a gaoaral eonno*
tiou mat 'tua waa tha muai afuiiabia onanatl by
Whlcb tba North Pal* waa t« ba raacMd, Mil
fiuaiiy, lougraaa inakiag a aaodarata apprvpiia*
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tlon, Captain 0. K. Ball was entrusted with the
command oi the famous Polarta Expedition.

ENTERING 8VITH SOUND.
Both Dr. Kane and myself encountered at the

month of smith bound not only a heavy paca,
but severe head winds, which brought the -paca"
down. But Captain Hall seems to have met witn
no such obstacles, and entetlnir the sound steamed
to the west coast and thence to Grlnnell Land,
encountering no tea even there, thus luifllling, by
actual experiment, the predictions which I had
made years before. Nor tild he mpet an* ice

in Kennedy Channel to embarrass him until he
Had reached latitude 82 deg. 16 mtn.; and thus
his voyage to tbat hitherto onattained latitude
by ship was aa ire* lrom obstacles aa a voyage
ironi New York to Liverpool, Here pack lea waa
encountered, and, woen tie attempted to push
through it, Ma Tassel became beset, and, whan
liberated, the anterprtaa waa for the aaason abandoned,and tlie expedition went Inta wmwr quarters.
There la a dtrerence or opinion aa to the conditionol tho aaa ahead at the time thla resuivewaa made, some asserting toat the "pack"

was but a narrow belt and that open water conld
be discerned beyond, captain Tyson, one of the
offlcers oi tne Polaris, atatea that he saw irom ibe
masthead open water beyond the loe north as
far aa tba aye could aee, and that there
was a clear "water aky." tie mrther states that
afterward tne oaannel waa opened to the northeast,and that toe vessel conld have gone further
north, but that Captain Bail, yielding to the opinionol Captain Buddlngton, his sailing master,
decided, against toe views of the other omcsrs,
to abandon any further attemp', to advance.
In tbie view Captain Tyson la supported
by many or taa snip's compan/, while others assertmat there waa neither water nor "water aky"
visible to the nortnward. Yet Captain Tyson la
an experienced navigator, and Is well acquainted
with that peculiar phenomenon of tne Arctio seas
known as water sky," aod also the "Ice bliuK,"
two distinct conditious of reflection in the atmoa-

p.iere that are ordinarily UDmiatakabie. ihia
wa» taiiy la uepiemoer, the uutt navigableaeaaon; but, doubtlou, the expert*
nee of capuln Uuddmaton bad clearly ahown

Dlui tuat there waa danger ot using caugat la tno
ipaok" tor the winter, and of oeing nuzen mat
there li the/ continued longer it aea; and the
wiadom of hia courae can tmreiore no: be oalled
m queation bj tuoae wno were not upon toe apot,
and oonaeqnentiy matt be ignorant of nil tot oir.
oumauncua. In going luto Winter qaartera Cap*
tain Hau did not abandon the emerpiue wmob h«
hau >« aertooeiy ftt hawrt, but, ateaduitiy aduering
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to nu original purpose, be Intended to await an

opportunity ana push on the loiiowing year. Un*
happliy, however, lor the enterprise, after making
a sledge journey to the north, lie fell alck, and
died almost before winter had falrl? aet in.
Whether it was from pradentlai motives or a lack
of opportunity we cannot undertake to say, buy'
It U an uniortunate fact that when the Polaris
was liberated tne following summer ah* waa
headed south, and, when near the entrance to
Bmlth Sound, was nipped by the ic*. and, being
ill fitted lor suck encounters, waa soon a total
wreck.

TBI POLARIS EXPEDITION.
1 hare thus gone over tbe ground ol tbe opening

or thl* channel at some length, in order to arrive
at a Just estimate of the cnancea of success beyond
that wb ch waa achieved by the Polaris Ezpedl.
tion. AH Arctic navigators well know that the ice
la liable to obatruct the aea Id almoat aoy quarter,
and can Judge as to whether tbe obetacies encounteredoj the Poiarla Expedition in Robeson
CCanuel, which la bnt a oontinnatlon or Kennedy
Cbanne , was or was not likely to prove a permanentembarrassment. Mr own view 01 tbe matter
reuy be plainly stated In a lew words. I thin*, as
1 always nave tbougat since my llrst experieaee
of ISM, tnat through Smltn Soana and tiie channelbeyond there is a pracuoabie opening leading
into tne Polar Basin. Tbe current seta strongly
son tb, as is proven by tne arut ot toe
Ice, and It needs only, 1b my judgment,
patience, oare and sufficient meana to accom*
plisb a passage In that direction. True, it cannot
be done without rise, nor yet wltnout tne probable
einDarraasment oi drifting Ice. Bat ice in al*
moit ail Arctic waiera appeara and diaapueara
witn remarkable rapidity in obedience to tne direction01 the winds and the currents: and a sea
wmch is open to-aay may be covered with ice tomorrow.practically I believe tbe Polaria waa on
tua margin oi a sea, or rattier ocean, whicb, la
oonsequenco oi Its vaat extent, la never completelyfrozen over, and. aitbouch covered bere and
tuere Witti drilling maatea of toe, wfticb gather
under tne influence of tne wind, la vat navmhi*
From peraoual observation during two Joaineya 1
know t nat Kenned; CBaaael cloeea very late ia toe
autu mn and opeca early la ttu apring; tor area
la May, at before etated. I rounu to* tnat «>

exceedingly difflcnlt to traveree with doc
aledgei, aad oa oaa ooaaaioa, before reaching
aoaoiutely opan water, I wai oocapeiied to
t*ke to tne enore aad loilow im land 10a,
At tau aar,r period I taw, from mr Uat point of
observation, op#a watar. Tan aoa proved ay cap*
tain Uau't experience to be aa Ml<ih»a ei fteu*
aad/ Ouaanei, oat tl waa epeu aeae Me leu.
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Whether tula wu due to the rapidity of the our.
rent or to the proximity of an immense body of
water beyond 1 cannot pretend to say. Bat I ba re n o

doubt tbat both causes were oDerating. That tbl«
channel connects with the ocean to the nortb can

^icarcely be doubted, tor the reports rrom tb«
Polaris Expedition show that the tides set from
tbat quarter. In view or the conditions observed
from the turee expeditions of Kane. Hall and my*
seir In that channel it can hardly be supposed that
the extension of smith Sound to the norm ward
can be very far beyond tbe point attained by CaptainHall, even although land was seen due north
beyond my last observed point of Cape Union. 1
am conrlnoed that, could tbe obstructingpack which embarrassed the Polaris
In that channel have been penetrated,
tbe Nortb Pole could have been reached
br steam, for 1 do not doubt tbe existence or a permanentopen sea about tbe Pole. I cannot, Indeed,
imagine any circumstances under which so larg*
a waierj urea cooiu uecamo cuogeuiu. it is ua«

that we ha»e no poeitively clear proof mat there
U any Arctic Ocean at ait Nor hare we any proof
mac the continent of Greenland does not, m tb»
eminent geographer, Dr. Petermann, baa cooJectnred,extend acrosa tne Pol* toward Bearing
Strait. But tnta, aa it aeema to me. Is io rar in antagonismwith all tbe reasonable analogies of
physical geography aa aoarcely to admit of aerloaa
discussion.

AM IXAMI1UTION OF TKX KIT
will abow tb* immenae extent of Arctic coast lint,
batned by the circnmpolar waters, which
forma an almoat continuous line of land,
with bnt comparatively narrow ooannela,
separating tbe several bodies, and practicailyenclosing an area more than 3,oo<)
miles in diameter. There are no broad openings
into it, and, snob as ibey are, they nave hitherto
been lonnd blocked with ice to snob an extent
that the passage of Teasels naa oeeo prevented.
1 believe that Oreeniaud has bsen traced nearly,
If not qnite, to its n >rtbern extremity. I believe
the same, too, o* Onnnsii Lend. To me it is impossibleto oo ioelve or an area snoa as that of tb*
Arctic Ocean bsing covered with ice. uarge
bodies of water do not fr**s*. Even Baffin's Bay
» not giuiau in »n» iruwr But i>t uuu»uu-»

*cd ata ttinparatur* ox lore/ llfriii b«low Mra
1 mm war** drafting apoa «& io«*fftrt Hon
ud orcakiof withouta uagi* piaot or dnitinc tc«
ta iifat. Wator win not tr«u« aol*ti to»itared
and protaoua by »## land, aaJ tit&o*, aftar bo la.
oouodarabla spantnM. 1 hava urrlvod at UM
ooaaluaiou that, u tut Aratio Omii it al
aMt mtuw ciTdtod fer laa* 11 14 ta UK*
UAMt, |ir«M kf A MMlUtf, Ntt
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